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Hon Robin Chapple; Hon Michael Mischin 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — “ABORIGINAL” — REGISTRY OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES 

3348. Hon Robin Chapple to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the Birth Certificate Registration 28190/1886 (Jane Ring) and the photograph entitled, “Aboriginal Jane 
— Birth Certificate” which may be found at http://www.robinchapple.com/qdata. This certificate was requested 
by a relative family member in 2013. A certificate was issued on 2 September 2013, and records the Mother as 
“Jane”. The family member who requested the certificate re-visited the Births Deaths and Marriage (BDM) 
office on 12 November 2013 and was advised that the word “Aboriginal” had been removed as it may cause 
offense. He inquired about how he could get a certificate that had not been redacted and was requested to 
complete a statutory declaration stating that he would not be offended if the word “Aboriginal” appeared on the 
certificate. He subsequently completed a statutory declaration and was issued with a certificate 
dated 12 November 2013 that records the Mother as “Jane (Aboriginal)”. I ask: 
(a) why does the BDM Registrar issue certificates with the removal of the word “Aboriginal” (or variations 

such as “Aborigine” or “Aboriginal native”); 
(b) is the redaction of the word “Aboriginal” from BDM certificates occurring at the direction of the 

Registrar in accordance with section 57(2) of the Births Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1998; 
(c) if no to (b), what is the reason for the redaction and who authorised it; 
(d) if yes to (b), how has it been determined by the Registrar or any other authorising body that the 

appearance of the word “Aboriginal” on BDM certificates is “offensive”; 
(e) what advice, if any, is provided about the redaction of the word “Aboriginal” to those requesting the 

certificates; 
(f) where the word “Aboriginal” (or similar terms) appears on handwritten event registrations, is this being 

entered into the Western Australian Registry (WARS) database; 
(g) what is the archiving procedure for the event registrations that have been entered into the WARS 

database; 
(h) is there a Native Title Access Policy to BDM records; 
(i) if yes to (h), where is the policy document; 
(j) if no to (h), why not; 
(k) if no to (h), what access do Native Title Representative Bodies (NTRB) have to BDM records; 
(l) if no to (h), what access do State Solicitors Office (SSO) researchers have to BDM records; and 

(m) if there is differential access to BDM records for NTRB and the SSO in relation to Native Title 
Determination Applications, how does this affect the State’s standing as model litigant? 

Hon Michael Mischin replied: 
(a)–(m)  Please refer to Legislative Council Question on Notice No. 3347. 
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